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Oriental Research Institute and Manuscripts Library

Since 1908

Oriental Research Institute and Manuscripts Library is one of India’s largest
Manuscripts libraries, with a history starting from 1908. The manuscripts collection in
the Palace Library of the Royal Dynasty of Travancore created the nucleus of this
Institution. From there, it has grown into one of India’s most important manuscripts
libraries by collecting different types of manuscripts from Kerala and other parts of
India. This institution became part of the University of Travancore in 1940, and now it
is one of the prestigious academic institutions and Indological Research Centre of the
University of Kerala. The vast collection of manuscripts in the library attracts visitors

world-wide.

Among the vast collection of manuscripts, 80 % are palm leaf manuscripts
collection. There are more than 65,000 manuscripts in the library. They vary from
scripts, languages, subjects and writing materials. This is the treasure house of the
University of Kerala, having an intensive collection of rare manuscripts like Bhasa
Nataka, Arya Manjushri Mula Kalpa, Ramacharitham in Vattezhuthu, Chithra
Ramayana, Rudrakshamala, [akshanasasthra, Marati pictorial paper manuscript etc.
The first Curator Dr. T. Ganapati Sasthri discovered 13 unpublished plays of Bhasa
from Kerala and published them in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series and for this
outstanding achievement, the Tubingen University of Germany honoured him with a

Doctorate Degree in 1924.

The functions of this department include academic courses, research activities,
editing and publication of manuscripts and teaching-learning process. We offer the
academic programme, Ph.D. in Sanskrit and Malayalam Language and Literature.
Recently we started a Post — Graduate Diploma Course in Palaecography and
Conservation of manuscripts and PG Programme in Manuscriptology and
Palacography. The Department publishes two prestigious journals, ‘The Journal of
Manuscript Studies’, which is a UGC care listed journal and ‘ Pracheena Kairali’. The
other three series of publications of the Department include The Trivandrum
Malayalam Series, The Trivandrum Sanskrit Series and The Trivandrum Tamil Series

for editing and publishing manuscripts.



Programme Outline

Manuscriptology and Palaeography — BA(Hons.) Programme for Monor
Course is intended to impart knowledge and skills required for a practitioner
of Manuscriptology in India, especially Kerala and abroad. The course covers
the core concepts and practices in manuscriptology along with an effective
introduction to allied areas like palaeography, archaeology, museology,
epigraphy, numismatics, etc. The programme will provide a solid foundation
in ancient scripts like Brahmi, Nandhi nagari, Grantha and vattezhuthu.
The proposed programme will provide hands on training in reading and
writing old scripts, manuscript editing, textual criticism and cataloguing of
manuscripts. It will also provide practical knowledge in the conventional and
modern techniques of conservation of manuscripts. The programme will
train students to develop into professionals with a high level of
manuscriptology skills and understanding of this crucial area.

Programme Specific Outcomes

PSO1 : Systematic understanding of the academic and professional
field of Manuscriptology.

PSO 2 : Coherent understanding on Manusriptology and its related
inter disciplinary areas.

PSO3 : Develop the skill of reading and writing ancient scripts.

PSO 4 : Understand techniques for formulating strategies to tackle
editing manuscripts related problems.

PSO5 : Interpret ancient documents within cultural and historical
aspects.

PSO 6 : Evaluate the concepts of heritage studies.
PSO 7 : Develop the skill to preserve and curate manuscripts.

PSO8 : Familiarize digital methods of manuscripts study, editing and
conservation to the practitioners in this field.

PSO9 : Develop skills of advanced methods of Text Editing.

PSO10 : Create essential skills for different types of jobs related to
Museums, Archives, Manuscripts libraries, Tourism sectors in
India and abroad.
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Programme Structure

Manuscriptology and Palaeography

BA(Hons.) Programme
Minor Course
. Page
Semester Course Code Name of Courses Credits No
UKIMNMDMS101 | Fundamentals of Manuscriptology 4 6-7
I
UK1IMNMDMS102 | Origin and History of Writing 4 8-9
UK2MNMDMS101 | Fundamentals of Palacography 4 10-11
II
UK2MNMDMS102 | Elementary Sanskrit 4 12-13
UK3MNMDMS201 th.erary World of Bhasa-The 4 14-15
Trivandrum plays
I
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UKSMNMDMS301 | 22i@)8EIaH4I00IMYo 4 25-26
\%
UKSMNMDMS302 | Editing of Manuscripts 4 27-28
VI UK6MNMDMS301 | Cataloguing of Manuscripts 4 29-30
UK7MNMDMS401 | Epigraphy and Numismatics 4 31
VI
UK7MNMDMS402 | Introduction to Museology 4 32-33
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SEMESTER Course Code Credits

UK1IMNMDMS101 4

FUNDAMENTALS OF MANUSCRIPTOLOGY

Course Outcomes

CO1 Attain knowledge on manuscripts, manuscriptology and related subjects

CO2 Recognize different types of Manuscripts

CO3 Attain knowledge about major repositories in India and abroad

CO4 Understand origin, development and contributions of ORI & MSs. Library,

Thiruvananthapuram

COS5 Familiarize the nature and peculiarities of manuscripts collection in the
ORI & MS:s. Library

COo6 Analyze the fundamental aspects and relevance of manuscriptology

Module I

Module I1 :

Module III :

Module IV :

Module V :

Manuscripts- manuscriptology- terms and definitions-similar terms-
define codicology, calligraphy - related terms- palaeography,
archaeology, epigraphy, musiology etc

Fundamental aspects- areas of studies- relevance- cultural, historical,
linguistic- nature and scope

Orientology- indology — manuscriptology- origin and development of
manuscripts in India- manuscripts in Kerala- peculiarities- kinds of
texts- area of studies

Manuscriptology — nature, scope, branches of studies, aims and
significance- manuscript studies in India and abroad-
manuscriptologist- related terms- responsibilities

Manuscript libraries- functions- collection- nature and scope-
manuscript libraries in abroad- India- Kerala- locations of Indian
manuscripts- major manuscripts libraries in India

Origin and history of Oriental Research Institute & Manuscripts
Library, University of Kerala- contributions, functions, history of
collection- scripts- languages- writing materials- subjects- curators-
Dr. T. Ganapathy Sastri — contributions - Bhasa nataka - its discovery
and editing.




Module VI: New manuscriptology - origin and development, methodology,

nature of study- editing and publishing of manuscripts- new attempts-
contributions to study and research
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SEMESTER

Course Code

Credits

UK1IMNMDMS102

ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF WRITING

Course Outcomes:

CO1: Familiarize the students with the origin and history of writing systems in

ancient Period.

CO2: Understand the importance of writing in communicative system.

CO3: Analyse the changing characters of writing materials from ancient to present.

CO4: Understand the different types of script used in various civilization.

COS: Acquire the skill to read the scripts used in ancient India.

CO6: Understand the chronology of writing system in Ancient India.

Module I  : Origin & History of writing, Antiquity of writing, Writing &

Civilization

Module IT : Developmental stages of writing, Writing materials

Module IIT : Chronology of writing ,Proto writing, Bronze Age writing, Iron Age

writing, writing during the middle ages

Module IV : Ancient scripts — cuneiform scripts, hieroglyphs, phonetic writings,

syllabic writings

Types of writing systems - Embryo writing, Iconography, Rock
pictures, Symbolic Writing, Pictography, Ideographic writing

Module V : Writing in ancient India, early references

Module VI : Ancient scripts used in India




References

Albertine Gaur, Writing Materials of the East, British Library, London, 1971
Andrew Robinson, The Story of Writing, Thames & Hudson 1995

Diringer David, The Alphabet, Munshi Ram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt
Limited, New Delhi, 1996.

Maheswaran Nair.K, Manuscriptology, Swantham Books,
Thiruvananthapuram,1997.

Sadhu Subrahmanya Sastri, Early Inscriptions, Sree Satguru Publications, New
Delhi, 1938.

Stephen R. Fischer, A History of Writing, Reaktion Books

Subodh Gopal Nandi and Projit Kumar Palit, Manuscript and Manuscriptology
in India, Kaveri books, New Delhi, 2010.

Visalakshy.P, The Fundamentals of Manuscriptology, Dravidian Linguistics
Association, Thiruvananthapuram, 2003.



SEMESTER Course Code Credits

UK2MNMDMS101 4

FUNDAMENTALS OF PALAEOGRAPHY

Course Outcomes

CcOo1 Understand terms and definitions of palacography

CO2 Recognize the types of writing materials and writing instruments in India
and Kerala

CO3 Identify the various ancient scripts in manuscripts

CO4 Develop skills to read and write ancient scripts

COs5 Attain knowledge on various aspects of palacographic studies

CO6 Attain skills to write in palm leaf manuscripts

Module 1 Palaeography- related terms- calligraphy, epigraphy etc- terms and

Module I1 :

Module ITI :

Module IV :

Module V :

Module VI :

definitions- writing system- antiquity of writing system in India-
origin and development of scripts- inscriptions in India- relevance in
palaeographic studies

writing materials- kinds of writing materials- pottery, stone, wood,
parchment, papyrus, cloth, metals, birch bark, palm leaf, handmade
paper etc- uses and preparations of writing materials- Indian sources-
sources in Kerala

Palm leaf manuscripts- antiquity of use of palm leaf — palm leaf
manuscripts in Kerala- kinds of palm leaves in Kerala- preparation of
palm leaf for writing — various steps taken

Writing on palm leaves —instruments for writing — types of
instruments- stylus, feather, bamboo- features, other instruments and
materials

Ancient scripts in India- origin and development- salient features of
ancient script- study of ancient scripts- scope, nature and
methodology- relevance

Palacography of Malayalam scripts - Scripts of Dravidian languages-
evolution of Malayalam scripts- vowels, consonants- Vowels and
consonants adapted from Vattezhuthu - additional symbols in
Malayalam- Malayalam numerals

10
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SEMESTER Course Code Credits

UK2MNMDMS102 4

ELEMENTARY SANSKRIT

Course out comes

CO1 Understand the relevance of studying Sanskrit language

CO2 Familiarize Devanagari script

CcO3 Understand the declensional forms

CO4 Familiarize the phonetic aspects of Sanskrit

COs5 Analyze grammatical structure of Sanskrit

CO6 Develop skills in transliteration

Module I

Module I1 :

Module ITI :

Module IV :

Module V :

Module VI :

Sanskrit language — nature and scope of study- Major language
groups- Indo Europian family, Dravidian family etc - Development of
Sanskrit language- Importance of Sanskrit language- linguistic
similarities- Influence of Sanskrit on other languages- script and
literature

Intensive study of Devanagiri script- historical aspects of Devanagari
script- Maheswara sutra- peculiarities of Maheswara sutra-
Classification of vowels and consonants

Grammar —Declension
a) Masculine- Bala, , Hari, Guru, Rajan, Ptru.
b) Feminine- Sita, Mati, Dhenu:, Matru.

Pronounce Asmad- Usmad- Three forms of ‘Kim’ Sabda- Three
forms of ‘Tad’ Sabda

Conjunction - General awareness of Dasa la karas, Intensive study of
six la karas of ‘Bhu’ Lat, Lit, Lrt, Lot, lang and vidhi Ling.

Transliterations from Sanskrit to English or Malayalam and vice versa

12
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SEMESTER Course Code Credits

UK3IMNMDMS201 4

LITERARY WORLD OF BHASA - THE TRIVANDRUM PLAYS

Course outcome

CO1 Understand the Sanskrit dramas of ancient writers likeBhasa, Kalidasa,
Bhavabhuti, Stidraka and Saktibhadra.

CO 2 Evaluate the origin and development of Sanskrit Dramas.

CO 3 Identify various types of dramas in Sanskrit.

CO4  Appreciate important dramatists and their immense contributions to dramatic
Literature.

CO 5 Understand the contributions of T Ganapati Sastrikal and the discovery of
Trivandrum plays.

CO 6 Evaluate various arguments about the dramas of Bhasa.

Module I

Module I1

Module III

Module IV

Module V

Module VI

Introduction, Sanskrit Dramas of Ancient India, Kalidasa,
Bhavabhuti, Saktibhadra

: Rupakas and Uparupakas; Bharata and Dhananjaya

: Discovery of Trivandrum Plays, T Ganapati Sastrikal and His

Contributions

: Bhasa problem, Various arguments about the plays of Bhasa

Thirteen Plays; Plot, Ramayana plays, Mahabharata plays,
Udayanakatha.

: Intensive study of Karnabhara

14
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SEMESTER Course Code Credits

III

UK3MNMDMS202 4

HISTORY AND HERITAGE OF CLASSICAL MALAYALAM

Learning Outcomes:-

On completion of the course the learner should be able to:

CO1 To understand the diversity of heritage of Classical Malayalam

CO2 To understand the chronological order of origin &development of the language

CO3 To understand the socio- political- cultural elements in changing the language

CO4 Understand the Literary Works of Ancient and Medieval period in Malayalam.

COS Identify the Status of Malayalam Language and Literature in Indian Classical
Languages and Literatures.

CO6 Understand the Tradition and History of Malayalam Language and Literature

Module I

Module 11

Detailed study

Module IT1

Detailed study

Scripts in Malayalam- History & Developments

Scripts used in ancient Malayalam-standardization of scripts-
Contributions of Ezhuthachan in modernising the scripts- scripts in
modern period -pazhaya lipi & puthiya lipi- scripts in digital space-
Contributions of medias to modernise the scripts — the relation
between the scripts and technology such as type writing, DTP, offset
printing etc

Theories related to origin & identity of Malayalam

Samskrutha janyavadam, tamil janya vadam, misrabhasha vadam,
poorva tamil-malayala sakha vadam

References in Lilatilakam regarding the identity of Malayalam
1L eHEs8eMIMIalols
2. BIaHIMo(@DEMQYYoUIMTVMERIHUQYo — MUl.ag)@3. @R)BO6ET

The Heritage of the language of Malayalam Prose

(BIaUINBLOIBEOAIdEMIE0)

Specialties of ancient Malayalam prose- Sasana bhasha- Official
language in various periods- Travancore grantha variakal- Missionary
Malayalam- Bhashakaudaliyam, attaprakaram, doothavakyam

@0aH0BHVSENWo -6)E08JoMIRINBUBE:DTTIERIRIAH —
DSBod:Bod:610M M lles
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Module IV : The Heritage of the language of Malayalam Poetry

Languge study in Pattu, Mnipravalam, Nampyatamizh- to
Ezhuthachan

Detailed study Conclusions made by L. V Ramaswamy Iyer on the
language of Krishnagatha

Module IV : Dialects in Malayalam

Various dialects in Malayalam- Linguistic studies on Malayalam
dialects

References

60HESIQOSHIN - af)BHHalss

BB OBERINHI2IBI@o — GOWI.8D.Qll.agaB.mmy@@l

MLl 21Bl@0 — (JMLOIMEBBEIRIOS — ag)oul. GAI.E)d:.af)0.620BES

G E8aloEMIMIWo (@EMBEIcal@la]) - aB3@R)B.EIB@ILNIGI

efleio@laid.o

CHHEBERIHQYOSQBHIMVAIBIEMINEERUB - DBod:Bod:6MMMVISSs
@0ax96REAIZEMIMIW. - alleroneueaIEMMOIWA

The history of Grammatical theories of Malayalam- Dr. K N Ezhuthachan
Evolution of Malayalam- Dr. A. C Sekhar

Evolution of Malayalam Morphology- Prof. LV.Ramaswamy lyer

Grammar in Lilatilakam- Prof. LV.Ramaswamy lyer
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SEMESTER Course Code Credits

IV UK4MNMDMS201 4

PRINCIPLES OF HERITAGE STUDIES

Course Outcomes

CO1 Familiarize the aim, scope, and evolution of Heritage Studies

CO2 Understand the history of Indian Heritage

CO3 Identify the relationship between Cultural Heritage and Natural Heritage
CO4 Understand Concepts and issues of Heritage studies

CO5 Categorize Tangible heritage and Intangible heritage

CO6 Analyse the Heritage studies in Indian context

Module I : Heritage — Meaning-definition- Concepts and interpretation of
heritage- value- Divisions of heritage- Cultural heritage-Natural
heritage

Module IT : Heritage Studies — Concept — Methodology - cultural heritage and
development ethics- the role value of Heritage Studies- manuscripts
as heritage — verbal monuments

Module III:  Concepts and issues of Heritage - Concept of mixed heritage-
Regional, National and World heritage- peculiarities

Module IV :  Tangible heritage and Intangible heritage- relevance of heritage
conservation- historical and cultural relevance

Module V : Heritage and tourism - Issues and trends- Interculture perspectives in
tourism- heritage related tourism in India- major heritage spots in
India

Module VI :  Heritage studies- Indian context- Problems and possibilities- types of
heritages in India- monuments, archives, museums and other
institutions- museums and monuments in Kerala- origin and history-
cultural and historical values

18




References

KernalBalsar, The concept of the common heritage of Mankind, Vol. 30
Martinus Nijhoff.

Richard Harrison (ed), Manual of Heritage Management, Butterworth
Heineman.

Richard Prentice, Tourism & Heritage attractions, Queen Margaret College. 7)
Wittlin Alma,The Museum, London, 1949.

Nego IMS, Tourism & Travel, Gitanjali Publication house, 1998.
Bhatia A, Tourism in Indian history & development, Delhi, 1978.
Davide T Herbert (ed), Heritage Tourism & society, Mausell.

Agarwal Rajesh K &NangiaSudesh, Economic & Employment potential of
archaeological monuments in India, Birla Institute of Scientific research, New
Delhi 1974.

BiswasSachindraSekhar, Protecting the cultural heritage, National legislations
& international conventions. Aryan books international, New Delhi 1999.

Nagar S.L, Protection, Conservation & preservation of India’s monuments,
Aryan books international, New Delhi 1998.

Ghosh A, 50 years of archaeological survey of India, Ancient India 1953.

UNESCO & its programmes, protection of mankind’s cultural heritage sites &
monuments, UNESCO 1970.

Chainani, S., Heritage conservation, legislative and organisational policies for
India, New Delhi: INTACH. 2007

Sarkar, H., Museums and Protections of Monuments and Antiquities in India,
SundeepPrakashan.

Cleere, Henry, ed.. Approaches to the archaeological heritage: A comparative
study of world cultural resource management systems. Cambridge, UK:
Cambridge Univ. Press. 1984

Hoffman, Barbara T., ed. Art and cultural heritage: Law, policy, and practice.
Cambridge, UK: Cambridge Univ. Press. 2006

Case study on the effects of tourism on culture and the environment: Cambodia.
Soubert, Son; Hay, Soung Lean. UNESCO Principal Regional Office for Asia
and the Pacific. Bangkok, UNESCO, 1995.

19



SEMESTER Course Code Credits

IV UK4MNMDMS202 4

LITERARY HERITAGE OF KERALA

Course Outcome

CO1

CO2
CO3

CO4

COs
CO6

CO7

Understand the History, Origin and Development of Malayalam Language and
Literature

Understand the Literary Heritage of Kerala

Identify the change of Malayalam Language from Saasana Gadya up to 19 th
century.

Identify the Eminent Writers in Malayalam Literature from Ancient and
Medieval Period to Contemporary Period.

Understand the Literary Works of Ancient and Medieval period in Malayalam.

Identify the Status of Malayalam Language and Literature in Indian Classical
Languages and Literatures.

Understand the Tradition and History of Malayalam Language and Literature

Module I  : Oral Tradition of Malayalam Literature.

1. Oral Tradition — Pazhamchollukal — Kadamkadhakal — Nadodi
ganamgal — Linguistic, Cultural and Social Features —

Module I : Paattu Prasthanam in Ancient and Medieval period

1. Pattu Prasthanam — Leelathilakam — Pattu : Structure and Definition
— Ancient Pattu Kdavyas — Ramacharitham, Thirunizhal Mala,
Rémakadhd Pattu — Change in Medieval Period — Kannassa Poets —
Major Works.

2. Change of Patu Sahithya — Gédha Prasthanam — Krishna Géadha —
Kilipattu Prasthdnam — Ezhuthachan — Major Works — Change in
Poetic Language — Standardisation of Poetic Language — Bhakthi
Prasthdnam

Module III : Manipravaala Prasthanam in Ancient and Medieval Period

Manipravéala Prasthanam — Definition — Social Life in Kerala —
Ancient Champus — Sandesa Kavyas — Short Poems.

20




Module IV : Literature of Performing Arts.

1. Performing Arts Literature in Malayalam — Tradition and History —
Performing Arts in Kerala — Classical and Folk Tradition — Koothu,
Koodiyattam, Kadhakali — Attakadha — Major Poets and Works —
Thullal Sdhithyam — Kunjan Nambiar — Major Works — Social
Criticism and Relevance — Vanchipattu Prasthanam — Ramapurathu
Warrier.

Module IV : Tradition of Malayalam Drama-Classical and Folk Tradition-

Tradition of Sangeetha Nataka-Major works-Translation of Sanskrit
Dramas-Kerala’s Own Drama Tradition and Literature-

Module VI : Ancient Prose.

Ancient Prose - Sasana Gadyam — Bhashdpaudaleeyam -
Doothavédkyam - Brahmanda Puranam — Nambiamthamizhu — Atta
Prakéram — Krama Deepika —
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SEMESTER Course Code Credits

IV UK4MNMDMS203 4

CARE AND PRESERVATION OF MANUSCRIPTS

Course outcomes

CO 1 Understand the peculiarities of palm leaf and paper manuscripts
CO 2 Attain knowledge about the care and preservation of manuscripts
CO 3 Understand the various conditions of deterioration of manuscripts

CO 4 Understand the traditional and modern methods of preservation of palm leaf
and paper manuscripts

CO S Attain skill in the techniques of conservation of manuscripts
CO 6 Develop skill in the modern techniques of manuscript conservation

Module I  : Introduction to care and preservation of manuscripts- types of
manuscripts- palm leaf, paper manuscript etc — need and relevance of
preservation- cause of damage

Module IT : Classification of destruction of manuscripts — physical factors,
climate, environment, humidity- biological factors- fungus, insects,
silverfish, cockroach, bookworms etc- chemical factors- control
measures

Module-III : Care and preservation- methods of preservation — indigenous methods
of preservation of palm leaf Manuscripts- paper manuscripts-
curative techniques of conservation-role of NMM in the conservation
of manuscripts

Module IV : Methods of preservation — palm leaf manuscripts- traditional
methods- dusting, oiling — preservatives- types of oils

Modern methods of preservation- modern techniques- digitization of
manuscripts- steps of digitization

Module V. : Care and preservation of paper manuscripts- Dusting, Lamination
with Japanese Tissue Paper —modern techniques of preservation of
paper manuscripts- restoration

Module VI : Storage of Manuscripts- digital preservation- digitization of
manuscripts- process of Digitization- modern techniques
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EDITING OF MANUSCRIPTS
Learning Outcomes:-
On completion of the course the learner should be able to:
CO1 Familiarize the script of Manuscriptology
CO2 Understand the stages of survey
CO3 Attain skill to read manuscripts.
CO4 Attain knowledge on various aspects of Paleographical studies.
COS Develop skills in transliteration.

CO6 Attain skill to edit manuscripts.

Course Content

Module I  : Introduction to manuscriptology, steps of manuscriptology.

Module I : Survey, Collection, Conservation, Cataloguing, Digitization.
Module 3 : Editing- Transliteration, Translation, Critical edition, Publication.
Module 4 : Transliteration- Eye copy, Edition.

Module 5 : Translation, Critical Edition, Steps of Textual Criticism.

Module 6 : Publication.

Essential Readings

1. Sivaramamurthy C., Bulletin of the Madras Government Museum, Indian
Epigraphy and South Indian Scripts, New Series - General Section Vol. III
No. 4, 1952.

2. Subodh Gopal Nandi, Projit Kumar Palit, Manuscript and Manuscriptology in
India, Vedic Books, 2010.

3. Jagannatha S., Manuscriptology - An Entrance, Parimal Publication Pvt. Ltd.,
2007.
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10.
11.

12.
13.

Gopinatha Rao. T.A, Travancore Archeological Series, Department of
Cultural Publications, 1908.

Iravatham Mahadevan, Early Tamil Epigraphy, Department of Sanskrit and
Indian Studies, Harward University, USA,2003.

Maheswaran Nair. K, Manuscriptology, Swantham Books,
Thiruvananthapuram, 1997.

Neelakanta Sastri.K,A History of South India, Oxford University
Press,LLondon,1966.

Salomon Richard, Indian Epigraphy, Munshi Ram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt
Limited, New Delhi, 1998.

Katre S.M, [Introduction to Indian Textual criticism, Deccan college of Post
graduate and research Institute, Pune, 1954.

Maherswaran Nair K., Manuscriptology, Swantam Books, 1994

Dr. Visalakshi P., General Editor, Some Aspects in Manuscriptology,
ORISMSS Library University of Kerala, 2008.

Vijayappan.P.M, Padhavimarsanam, University of Calicut, Vol -2009.

General Editor. Dr. Visalakshi P., Journal of Manuscript studies, Vol.
XXXVIII, ORI &MSS Library University of Kerala -2007
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CATALOGUING OF MANUSCRIPTS

Course Outcomes
CO 1 Understand the scope and relevance of cataloguing manuscripts.

CO 2 Understand the difference between a book catalogue and a manuscript
catalogue.

CO 3 Recognize different methods of collection.
CO 4 Identify the peculiarities of a manuscript catalogue
CO S Analyze multi aspects of manuscript cataloguing.

CO 6 Prepare a manuscript catalogue.

Module I : Concept of library — concept of a catalogue — need and relevance —
types of catalogues — cataloguing manuscripts — relevance.

Module I : Manuscript collection - Institutional collection - Private collection,
Family collections, Various aspects of collection of manuscripts —
need to catalogue manuscripts.

Module III:  Manuscript catalogue — Nature and scope — Types of manuscript
catalogue — Cataloguing scrutiny - categorizing bundles —
arrangements of stray folios.

Module IV :  Different kinds of catalogue - simple index, alphabetical index,
subject wise index, descriptive index, script wise index.

Module V : Catalogus Catalogorum (CC), New Catalogus Catalogorum (NCC).

Module VI :  Modern techniques - digital cataloguing - data entering - retrieval of
digital documents.
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EPIGRAPHY AND NUMISMATICS

Course Outcomes

CO 1 Understand the stages of writing

CO 2 Familiarize South Indian scripts

CO 3 Understand the inscriptions from early historic to medieval periods in India
CO 4 Apply inscriptional information for historical reconstruction

CO S Analyse the contents of inscriptions

CO 6 Familiarize Numismatics

Module I : Etymology of the word epigraphy and its definition — Importance of
Writing - Stages of Writing - pictographic, ideographic, logographic
(word- writing), syllabic and alphabetic - Antiquity of writing in
India.

Module IT : Origin and Nature of Asokan Brahmi Script - The Scripts of Post-
Asokan Period - The Gupta Script - The Scripts of Post- Gupta
Period, Nagari or Devanagari Script - South Indian Scripts.

Module IIT:  The Language of the Inscriptions - Regional Languages.

Module IV :  Nature and Importance of Indian Epigraphy - an acquaintance of the
development of Indian scripts - General, Grantha, Tamil, Vattezhuttu,
Nagari, (Preparation of Charts)

Module V : Etymology and Definition of the word Numismatics - importance of
the study of Numismatics.

Module VI :  Antiquity of Coinage in India - History of Numismatics - Modern
Numismatics.

References

e G.S. Gai, Introduction to Indian Epigraphy, Central Institute of Indian
languages, Mysore, 2011 .

e D.R. Bhandarkar, Lectures on Ancient Indian Numismatics, 1921.
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INTRODUCTION TO MUSEOLOGY

Course Outcome

CO 1 Understand the values and the role of Museums in Society
CO 2 Understand the characteristics of Museology

CO 3 Understand the theoretical issues of Museology

CO 4 Develop the approach to Museum objects

CO 5 Differentiate conservation of documentation

CO 6 Understand the Museum Management and Administration

Module I : Introduction - Relevance and scope of Museology — Definition of
Museology — History of Development of Museums in the World and
in India

Module IT : Types of Museums — Role of Museums in Society — Museums in the

changing world

Module III : Documentation in Museums - Collection of Museum articles —
Theoretical issues and value based collections — Methods and ethics
of collection

Module IV : Museum education - Meaning and role of Museum education —
Tangible and intangible heritage and its significance — Relation and
relevance with history — archaeology — anthropology — art and folk
literature

Module V : Museum Management and Administration - Principles and strategies
of management in Museums — principles of presentation — planning of
gallery and exhibition — Types of Museum lighting communication
techniques — Label writing and audiovisual techniques — Museum
marketing scope and strategy.

Module VI : History and conservation of documentation — Computerization and
Multimedia
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MODEL QUESTION PAPER
Oriental Research Institute & Manuscripts Library
University Of Kerala
B.A. (Hons) Programme-FYUG
Minor Course
Semester | Examinations, 2024
UK1MNMDMS101- Fundamentals of Manuscriptology
Time 3 hrs Credits :4, Max. Marks :60

Answers can be written either in English or in Malayalam

Answer in a word or a sentence (10 x 1 = 10 Marks)
Who is the author of ‘Introduction to Indian Textual Criticism’?

What is known as ‘The Science of Inscriptions’?

In which language family Malayalam and Tamil belong to?

What is Calligraphy?

Which is the establishment year of ORI & Mss Library, University of Kerala?
Who is the editor of ‘Bhasa Nataka’?

Which Institute in India published the critical edition of Mahabharata?
Who established the Asiatic Society, Bengal?

L 0 N o Uk WN R

Which script is considered as the oldest Indian script?
10. Who discovered and edited Sangham Literature?

Answer 5 of the following, each in 2 pages (5 x 6 =30 Marks)
11. Explain the derivation of the term ‘Manuscriptology’ and write its definitions?

12. What are the topics included in the discipline, Manuscriptology? Explain.

13. What is a colophon ? Explain its importance in the research of manuscripts.

14. Write a short note on the major Manuscript Libraries in India.

15. What are the major functions of Manuscript Libraries? Explain.

16. Explain the terms, scribal errors and variants.

17. Write a brief note on the nature of the manuscript repository in the ORI & Mss.
Library, University of Kerala.

Answer any 2 of the following each in 4 pages (10x 2 = 20 Marks)

18. Explain and categorize the major causes of the deterioration of manuscripts.

19. What are the conventional and modern methods of manuscript monservation?

20. What are the major contributions of T. Ganapathi Sastri in the field of manuscript
studies.

21. Explain the origin and development of writing in Ancient India.
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